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INTERVIEWS WITH GREENS LEADER BOB BROWN AND NEW SOUTH WALES STATE OPPOSITION LEADER BARRY O’FARRELL
DISCUSSIONS ABOUT SALARIES OF CEOS, THE JOHN DELLA BOSCA AFFAIR, THE STIMULUS PACKAGE, THE TIMOR SEA OIL SPILL AND THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION.
‘MEET THE PRESS’ PRESENTER PAUL BONGIORNO: Hello and welcome to ‘Meet the Press’. Australia has put in a gold medal economic performance, outstripping other countries by managing to keep growing when they're all going backwards. The Treasurer says it is the stimulus at work and it's far from finished. 
FEDERAL TREASURER WAYNE SWAN: (Wednesday) Ripping stimulus out now would lead to higher unemployment. Ripping stimulus out now would pull the rug out from under the recovery, undermine confidence, threaten small business and tradies who are relying on the stimulus to employ Australians. 
SHADOW TREASURER JOE HOCKEY: (Wednesday) We welcome the news, but now Mr Rudd has to pull back on the spending. Now is the time to pull back on Government spending, because it will be political spending, not economic spending. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Begging to differ, the Greens joined Kevin Rudd in announcing local jobs they insisted on for the support of the stimulus. 
PRIME MINISTER KEVIN RUDD: (Wednesday) It would be good if we saw more evidence of the engagement in the political process than we've seen so far from various other parties in the Australian Parliament. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Greens leader Bob Brown is a guest. And later - the man who would be NSW Premier, Opposition leader Barry O'Farrell. The three-ring circus in that State became a comedy when Kate Neill blew the whistle on John Della Bosca after a six-month extramarital affair. A tape, allegedly claiming bribe offers to senior NSW Government figures has been handed over to police. Close friends say that the marriage is effectively over, despite desperate attempts by Mr Della Bosca. Others are more hopeful of a reconciliation. And it's welcome back to the program to Bob Brown. Good morning, Senator. 
GREENS LEADER BOB BROWN: Good morning. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Going to the news out of the G20, the Senate in the next fortnight will consider legislation on making executive salaries more accountable, but the Government now has the support of the G20 in saying that it is not a good idea to cap executive salaries. 
BOB BROWN: I suspect the Government and Wayne Swan had a fair bit to do with that outcome. They're really under the thumb at the big end of town, but, the Australian public, I'm sure, wants to see some regulation of the most greedy and excessive CEO salaries, particularly for corporations which are turning into, or going into the red, which are not performing well. We want to see both shareholders have more say, not just on the severance packages that the Government is putting forward, but on the year-to-year packages that CEOs are getting. That's fair enough. We would also cap them, and I've had four or five attempts in the Senate, but on both occasions, on all occasions, the big parties vote against it. There needs to be some decent halter on the most excessive and greedy take-home pay packages that CEOs are awarding themselves, because after all, the public, whether it is through their bank account, servicing fees or whatever, are paying those salaries. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: As you say, you've had some attempts already. Do you think your amendments when you move them will be supported this time? 

BOB BROWN: Well, it will lead to a very vigorous debate, and I think the Prime Minister has been ducking this. It was the Prime Minister who described these salaries at their worst as ‘obscene’. Well, the Prime Minister has the opportunity to tackle the obscene extreme of the salaries. Leave a decent salary for working CEOs who are making the company more productive and the country more productive and producing jobs, but where you've got failing companies - and we've seen a string of these in the last couple of weeks going backwards - CEOs taking $2 million to $10 million home just for the year, that's wrong. There should be a curb on it, and the Greens are the only party that's moving to curb them, and we'll continue to do that until we get some reasonable outcome, and more power for the shareholders. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Just going to the other big news of the week - the John Della Bosca affair. Do you believe that the line has now been crossed between private lives and public duty? 
BOB BROWN: I think there's a great danger of that, and I do agree that the public performance of people who are elected to office is what's important and private lives should be left to sort themselves out in the main, so long as they don't intrude on the public performance, and I think it is very dangerous for us to be crossing into the British tabloid style where most reporting turns politicians into celebrities and therefore fair game for their private lives. You know, their houses are being staked out and their children followed and so on. We don't need that. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: OK. Malcolm Turnbull, the Liberal Opposition leader, wants to turn the Bradfield by-election where the Greens are standing into a referendum on State Labor even though Federal Labor isn't standing. 
OPPOSITION LEADER MALCOLM TURNBULL: (Wednesday) So, if voters in NSW want to send a message to Labor, one way to do that is to vote Liberal at the Bradfield by-election and at any other Federal election. The only way to get a message to Labor that they've got to clean up their act in NSW is to vote against them. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Is it a referendum against Labor or a referendum against something else? 
BOB BROWN: Well, Labor has let that electorate down. I think they should be standing there. The Greens will be standing there. We'll be fielding a good candidate. We haven't selected that candidate yet. Suzie Gammell the candidate last time picked up nearly 12% of the vote and we'll have good policies and give people a choice there. Labor has dipped out and I think that Mr Turnbull needs to be more positive. It's not a referendum against Labor. Here's an opportunity for the Liberals to show the alternatives that they are showing the Australian people on issues like emissions trading, like with the alternative to the stimulus package. You just can't say no. You've got to come up with constructive alternatives as the Greens have been doing. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: It does look like Brendan Nelson has timed his departure to coincide with the Senate debating the Emissions Trading Scheme in November. Do you expect support for the ETS in an electorate like Bradfield? 
BOB BROWN: Enormous. And the feedback we get from just those electorates in Sydney, and similar electorates right across the country is the way the polls show that 80% of people want a better outcome. But let's look at what the Government is putting forward, and that is a $16.5 billion handout over four years to polluters on the basis that the more you pollute, the more you get. And the average reduction is a 4% decrease in greenhouse gases. The UK is going for 34%. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: We want to come back to the ETS with you, but now time for a break. When we return, are the Greens still onboard with the stimulus? And the diagnosis was narcissistic personality disorder. The ABC wondered what Malcolm Turnbull thought about this from his colleague Brendan Nelson. 

MALCOLM TURNBULL: (Tuesday) How many S’s in narcissus? 
REPORTER: Three, I think. 
MALCOLM TURNBULL: Yes, you're right. It's an interesting word. Look, I hope it made him feel better, but it didn't trouble me at all!

PAUL BONGIORNO: Welcome to the panel, Stephanie Balogh from the 'Courier-Mail'. And ABC NewsRadio’s Marius Benson. As far as the Opposition is concerned, the economic stimulus amounts to reckless spending and borrowing that should be wound back. On Thursday, the Shadow Treasurer had this anecdote to make the point. 
JOE HOCKEY: They surveyed five people in the main street of Cairns – “What are you going to do with the $900?” Two said they're saving it. Two said they're getting new tattoos, and the fifth person said he's going to the knock shop to find a high class prostitute. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: A bit of a joke there, but does he have a point? The Greens supported the stimulus package but now there's claims of mismanagement. We have one student's school getting funding? 
BOB BROWN: The Opposition has little point because it has been obstructed at a time we were going into a serious recession. And Ken Henry was obsessive of talking about the potential of Australia going into recession. Two things. The Greens took the alternative. We said - the Government is here to help in a recession where there's the potential for hundreds of thousands to be out of a job, and 160,000 have lost their jobs in the last 12-18 months. But, reduce the $950 to $900. Joe would have been pleased with that. Put that $360 million into making work schemes, and they're creating tens of thousands of jobs. That's why that was a component of the scheme. However, the economic situation has and is changing and is hopefully changing for the better. So, I'll be moving in the next week or two to get Ken Henry back before the Senate economics committee so that we can get a reassessment of Australia's position in the recession - how the global economy is going, and whether we do need to continue full-on with the rollout of the $41 billion spending. Because the Greens don't want to see unnecessarily an increased debt at the end of this process, which, of course, has ramifications for taxpayers and services. It's time to have a rain check, and it is time to get the treasury offices back before the Senate to have a review. 
JOURNALIST: Can I just follow up on that? Does that mean that you believe that the $41 billion, $42 billion is now too much? 
BOB BROWN: Look, I'm not sure about that. That's why I think we need to get a review of that information. I think it would be good for the Government to enter into the public debate with Treasury officials, and the public and business need to know that the Government is still on cue, and that the prescription put in in February is the right prescription now we're in August, but I can see a rapid change for the better, and Australia is doing very well. 
JOURNALIST: 0.6% growth, but we need to... 
BOB BROWN: There's also talk of a second dip. We need to be sure that the ground we're on is right. $41 billion is a huge amount of taxpayer money. We want to see that handled well. We think the stimulus package was the right thing. It has saved tens of thousands of jobs. It has helped small business, but we want a review of that, so I'll be asking for Ken Henry to be back before the economic committee in the coming weeks. 
JOURNALIST: But, are you happy with the way it was administrated? We're still waiting for homes in the NT and a readjustment for social housing to schools.

BOB BROWN: There are improvements that can be made. The fact that 700,000 houses are not going to get their ceiling insulation not only affects jobs in that industry, but it means higher power prices, and it means that the Green dividend, which is always job reach, which we're aiming for, is not being rolled out to the extent that we require. So it does need a review. That said - the fact that schools across this land are getting better facilities is important, because there were 13 years of Howard governance where education was not funded adequately. Whether this is the best way to be targeting education dollars, and one thing we don't want to see is schools that are struggling most cut out of the ability to get some of the largest and some of the educational benefits of the spending program that's come out of the stimulus program. 
JOURNALIST: Senator, let me ask you about truth in politics because politicians are notorious for trimming the truth to suit a case. The oil leak in the Timor Sea. The Greens are shown to have overstated the extent, overstated how close it is to the coast, overstated the impact on wildlife. Are you pushing aside the facts to serve a larger truth?
BOB BROWN: Well, we've been shown to have done none of those things. I did notice Laurie Oakes getting his facts wrong on the environment, and he's no environmentalist, never has been. In fact, he was quoting figures that were a day out of date, but he should have picked up on the figures from the Australian Marine Safety Authority which showed that the oil spill had spread over 625km of ocean. Laurie was quoting half of that amount. He got his facts wrong, and he hasn't been out there. And one thing that concerns me here - you know, it is easy for a dozen of the press gallery to be slagging off the Greens on the basis of wrong information, but where is the analysis from the media? It took Rachel Seaworth to fly over the massive oil spill, with huge implications for the environment off the Kimberley coast. There are blue whales. There's the great whale shark. There's six species of turtle. 
JOURNALIST: Didn't she get it wrong - at least to the extent of confusing oil slick with algae? 
BOB BROWN: We don't know that. 
JOURNALIST: Was she a bit too definite? 
BOB BROWN: I don't think so. I think Rachel did the nation a great service, because the media was missing. Why hasn't Peter Garrett flown over the area? Why hasn't the Prime Minister? Where is Laurie Oakes in his plane? 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Goodness, you've got a sum of information about what's going on there. Last month, Kevin Rudd sounded unequivocal when he ruled out a double dissolution over climate change. 
KEVIN RUDD: (Friday) I have not the slightest intention of going to an early poll. I don't think people like that. I think they want you to serve the term that you've been elected for.
PAUL BONGIORNO: Senator, the people don't like it, but the Greens do. An early election and a double dissolution is statistically good for the Greens. Instead of 40% for the quota, you get 7%. Bring on the double dissolution, you must think at least in part? 
BOB BROWN: We've been consistently saying there shouldn't be a selection until the term is up, and I agree with the Prime Minister there. No, you don't take political advantage because of the numbers game. In fact, the readouts I've seen is that the Greens will improve and are gaining - not least because of our support for the stimulus package, and the Opposition and the constructive way that we've been appointing a better emissions trading scheme legislation. But we want to go full term and the Greens will do better at the next election. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Just briefly, you voted the ETS legislation down last time. Are you prepared to get something through this time? Or will you again go to the wire? 
BOB BROWN: We'll be putting up very good amendments to the Emissions Trading Scheme legislation. For example, to raise the target from a 4% minimum to 25%. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: So, compromise is on the table? 
BOB BROWN: That's up to the Government, and we made it clear to Penny Wong and to the Prime Minister that we do want to talk about this. But look - $16.5 billion to the big polluters. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: We're going to have to have you back. 
BOB BROWN: We can spend that in a better way on schools, hospitals and the Emissions Trading Scheme. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: We'll have to have you back to talk about that. Thank you. Coming up - the political mess that is NSW. And love is blind - Warren at the 'Daily Telegraph' had this blinkered view of the John Della Bosca affair. Everyone wants to know just who is John Della Bosca's mystery woman?
PAUL BONGIORNO: You're on ‘Meet the Press’. When an anonymous Kate Neill unloaded on her former lover, John Della Bosca, she accused him of not only using her, but of abusing his ministerial office, something he denies. 
NEW SOUTH WALES HEALTH MINISTER JOHN DELLA BOSCA: (Tuesday) At no time have I breached my obligations as a member of Parliament or as a minister, ministerial conduct, protocols or security. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Welcome to the program, NSW Opposition leader Barry O'Farrell. 
NEW SOUTH WALES OPPOSITION LEADER BARRY O’FARRELL: Good morning. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: The former minister denied that he had abused his position. Shouldn't we take him at his word, or are we getting puritanical? 
BARRY O’FARRELL: The impact was on the public administration, whether he was doing a full time job as minister or not. But more importantly, now we're about to have the fifth Health Minister in four years. It means whether you're in the Tweed or elsewhere, if you were waiting on a decision from the minister, you have to wait many more months until the new minister gets up to date. 
JOURNALIST: So extramarital affairs wouldn't rule anyone out of being in Government? 
BARRY O’FARRELL: Everyone makes mistakes. What's important is the impact on the public administration. What's important is whether or not it is out of the ordinary. Look, it's not about the personal. It is about the impact upon this State and this State needs full-time ministers working hard to fix problems. 
JOURNALIST: Mr O'Farrell, Labor and NSW is in a world of pain and we now have allegations of a corruption tape. Yesterday, you called for ICAC to get off its bottom. Do you have any evidence you can take to ICAC? 
BARRY O’FARRELL: We set up ICAC because it is important that the public have faith in it. I think ICAC's inner spring has wound down, particularly with issues of State corruption. What we saw yesterday following an extraordinary death were revelations that a tape existed, revelations that not afterwards, but prior to the death occurring, the person involved had spoken to journalists about State Government corruption and that’s why there should be an ICAC investigation. What was extraordinary was the reaction of the State's Attorney-General, the first law officer who dismissed it and said there shouldn't be an inquiry. We tell people everyday - report crime and report concerns, and here is a State Government doing what it's done for 14 years and never protects the public interest by guaranteeing that there is an ICAC inquiry when the issues were there. If Ian Tenby were ICAC commissioner, the commissioner we had under us, he would be breaking down doors. That should happen because the public deserve to know. 
JOURNALIST: Do you think that ICAC is not up to it in NSW? 
BARRY O’FARRELL: I think that ICAC is doing a great job with a number of agencies and local government and being slow with State Government. State Government ministers, whether Labor or Liberal should feel when they're making decisions that they're making the decisions on the right basis. 
JOURNALIST: Is ICAC politically manipulated by the State Government? 
BARRY O’FARRELL: No, I think the culture has changed and the inner spring is wound down and incidents like this show the public. The public need reassurance about the serious allegations, which ultimately involve someone who was murdered in his home. The public deserve to know whether the allegations about corruption are true or not. That is best done by ICAC. The Government should initiate the ICAC inquiry and on the basis of the Attorney-General's comments yesterday, there won't be an inquiry. 
BARRY O’FARRELL: Well, part of the problem we have, as one of your colleagues wrote this week, is that we can't get into the papers because of the Labor scandals and mismanagement. A pregnant talking goat I think was the description as how to get me back on the front pages. We'll continue to argue for change. We'll argue for change that involves the community back in decision-making, particularly in planning. We'll argue for change that involves better management of the State finances and we'll put out proposals, including that to kick-start NSW. And we'll argue for merit-based decisions. And as John Della Bosca was also arguing, build the rail links needed in the north-west and the south-west. We've got the policy there and we'll continue to argue that only change can deliver the confidence and hope. 
JOURNALIST: How do you overcome the problems? The opinion polls show that you're having a hard time selling yourself and you're still an unknown quantity.

BARRY O’FARRELL: The opinion polls also show that since the last election, the primary vote has increased by 50%. The primary vote is the highest level. And what determines who will be the next Premier of NSW is the person who wins the most number of seats in the lower house. To quote Morris Iemma from the last election, “We're heading in the right direction but there's more to be done”. We'll argue that instead of the State Government focusing its energies on itself with the leadership and the factional in-fighting, we need a Government in the next 80 weeks to focus on confronting problems. 
JOURNALIST: The Liberal Treasurer of WA, Troy Buswell, said that he felt that it wasn't time to begin winding back the Federal stimulus and the millions of dollars going into the State coffers. What do you think of that? 
BARRY O’FARRELL: I live in the only State in the situation where the Government failed to put in its own one. We're sensitive in NSW that our premier was so stupid, that unlike every other Premier in the country and Government around the world; he didn't put money on the table there. I tend to agree with Bob Brown which is that Bob says there should be a rain check to determine whether or not the expenditure should continue. 
JOURNALIST: As Joe Hockey argued and Malcolm Turnbull argued, it could have an impact on interest rates and on the debt that future generations have to pay back. Premier Rees says that NSW is the best at implementing the schools package? 
BARRY O’FARRELL: Well, Nathan Rees is good at taking credit for Kevin Rudd's expenditure. What Nathan Rees failed to do in the budget is put aside what every other Government has done to try to assist so-called Labor working families. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Thank you for being with us today. And thank you to the panel, Marius Benson and Stephanie Balogh. A transcript of the program will be on the web. Until next week, goodbye.
