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INTERVIEWS WITH LIBERAL MP KEVIN ANDREWS AND GREENS DEPUTY LEADER SENATOR CHRISTINE MILNE.
DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE LIBERAL PARTY LEADERSHIP AND THE RUDD GOVERNMENT’S EMISSIONS TRADING SCHEME.

MEET THE PRESS PRESENTER PAUL BONGIORNO: Good morning and welcome to ‘Meet the Press’. The parliamentary year is ending with the Coalition fractured over climate change action and the Liberal Party in meltdown. Malcolm Turnbull remains defiant in the face of a mutiny by senior Liberals. 
LIBERAL PARTY MP TONY ABBOTT: (Thursday) Well, I've just resigned from the front bench and, obviously, I do not support the policy direction that he has taken the party on this issue. 
OPPOSITION LEADER MALCOLM TURNBULL: (Tuesday) This has now become a question not simply of the environmental responsibility of the Liberal Party, but of its integrity. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: That after he'd taken his leadership to the brink two days earlier and survived. 
MALCOLM TURNBULL: (Tuesday) I'm the leader. Right? And if people are unhappy with the leader, they can do whatever - take whatever steps that they deem appropriate. But I'm the leader and I've made the call. 
WILSON TUCKEY: (Tuesday) He just says anyway, “It's on. I'm the leader. I'm the leader. I'm the leader. I’m the leader." Well, that's got to be tested. 
CHIEF OPPOSITION WHIP ALEXANDER SOMLYAY: (Tuesday) The result was 48-35. 
REPORTER: Was there applause to the result? 
ALEXANDER SOMLYAY: There was considerable applause to the result. 
KEVIN ANDREWS: (Tuesday) A difference of seven people in the party room. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Liberal power player Kevin Andrews is a guest. And later, Greens Deputy Leader, Senator Christine Milne. But first, what the nation's papers are reporting this Sunday, November 29. The hometown paper of the three Liberal leadership possibilities, the 'Sun Herald', leads with “Ready to roll: Hockey gets nod from punters and advice from Howard, but is yet to pull on the gloves”. All the News Limited Sunday papers carry a Galaxy poll which finds Joe Hockey and Malcolm Turnbull tied at 29% as best Liberal leader, though more Liberal voters prefer Mr Hockey. Tony Abbott comes third on 22%. The same poll finds a majority of 60% believe Australia should wait till after Copenhagen for the introduction of an ETS. 26% say no. And a huge 80% believe they need more information on the ETS from the Government. Only 18% believe they have enough. And the ‘Sunday Age’ reports, “Rudd says no to early election.” 
PRIME MINISTER KEVIN RUDD: (Saturday) I have deeply conservative views about these questions. Those views have not changed. I've been elected to serve a full term, and that is my intention. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Welcome back to the program, Kevin Andrews. Good morning, Mr Andrews. 
LIBERAL MP KEVIN ANDREWS: Good morning, Paul. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: On Wednesday, you garnered 35 votes. You were the only one who put your hand up and went to a spill. That was a pretty good platform. Are you going to put your hand up again on Tuesday morning for the leadership? 
KEVIN ANDREWS: Paul, what I said to my colleagues was that I have the experience and the ability to be a leader of the party. What Australia most needs now is a strong, unified and effective Opposition. If we can provide that by coming together and showing leadership together, then we will do a great deal of good for Australia. But it's quite clear from those poll results that you were reading out earlier that Australians want a delay on this legislation at this stage, and that's something which I'm trying to work with my colleagues to bring about. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: So, by the sound of it, you're not the leader to unite the party? 
KEVIN ANDREWS: Well, we've all got leadership responsibilities at this stage. What I said during the week was I was prepared to put my hand up. I'm prepared to work with my colleagues - 
PAUL BONGIORNO: You said more than that. You actually said under questioning, if you don't mind me cutting in, that it was a genuine attempt at the leadership. You sound this morning like you're backing off that. 
KEVIN ANDREWS: No, far from it, Paul. I believe that I, quite clearly, have the experience. I've been around for a long time in politics now, and I have the ability. But what's important now is that all of us work together. Leadership is not just any one position. It's what we all do, particularly in times of difficulty, which we've got at the present time. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Who do you think will be the candidates on Tuesday? 
KEVIN ANDREWS: Well, I don't know at this stage, but it's important that we work together, that we come together, that we are unified. Because if we're not unified, we will not be able to take our party forward. We will not be able to provide the strong Opposition that Australians deserve and in fact require. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Why does your name not come up, not even as deputy leader? Would you be prepared to have a tilt at that job? 
KEVIN ANDREWS: I've said that I'm prepared to serve in any way which my colleagues think that I can actually help us to achieve both that unity, but also to be that strong, committed and effective Opposition. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: You said that it had nothing to do with challenging Malcolm Turnbull for the leadership – that the real issue was the ETS. What would Joe Hockey have to do to get your vote? 
KEVIN ANDREWS: Well, I think we have to find a way to work forward. There's been some attempts at compromise - for example, on the Tuesday night after we had that very long party meeting all day, in which a majority of the members who spoke in the party room wanted to either delay or to oppose this legislation, Senator Minchin then proposed a compromise - that is, that we accept the amendments, but we send this legislation off to be looked at further. Now it's quite clear from that Galaxy poll that the overwhelming majority of Australians want more information about this legislation. And can I say, you don't have to be a climate denier to be concerned about this legislation. Andrew Robb, for example, who spoke in the party room, believes in a price on carbon but says that this particular ETS legislation will not achieve what is intended - in fact, it will do enormous harm to the economy. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: It's clear that you believe Malcolm Turnbull is not the leader to unify the party and take it forward. Can he win against Tony Abbott if Tony Abbott runs? Tony Abbott says he's going run. Can he beat him? 
KEVIN ANDREWS: Well, that'll depend on what happens in terms of the views of my colleagues as they form them over the next 24 hours or so. But I would say that we are in a situation where we are clearly not united at the present time. We're in a situation where we were paralysed in my view. That's why I was prepared to step forward and try and break this deadlock. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: I got phone calls late last night. They say a lot of colleagues are putting pressure on Joe Hockey to declare today as the only real unifier on offer. Do you agree with that view? 
KEVIN ANDREWS: What I'm saying, Paul, is that all of us – each of us in the party - has got a responsibility at this time. And that responsibility is to show leadership.

PAUL BONGIORNO: So you clearly don't think Joe Hockey's the one. 
KEVIN ANDREWS: No, I'm not saying that, Paul! No, look, I know you want to say it's A or B or C. What I'm saying is all of us genuinely, sincerely, have got a responsibility at this stage to get together and to show some leadership and to work this out so we can go forward. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: You're a self-confessed climate change sceptic. This is what Malcolm Turnbull had to say about that view on Friday. 
MALCOLM TURNBULL: (Friday) The people that have sought to tear me down do not even believe in the policies we took to the last election. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Well, he's dead right about that, isn't he? But it is strange, because you, for example, were a Cabinet minister in the Howard government. That government ticked off on an ETS that John Howard says is very similar - that is very similar to the one Kevin Rudd has put up, went to the party room - Malcolm Turnbull confirms that. There were very few, if any voices, raised in opposition then. What's changed? 
KEVIN ANDREWS: Paul, the responsibility of an Opposition is to look at the particular legislation that we have before the Parliament. And there is a range of people in the Liberal Party - some who are opposed to it, but some who say that - look, I'm not opposed as such, to some sort of legislation, but this legislation will not do the work. For example, 750,000 small businesses in Australia are not going to be compensated properly or adequately for this ETS. It’s alright to say that low-income earners will get some compensation for a period of time. The majority of middle-income earners in Australia are going to be worse off under this legislation. And once we have it in place, it's going to be there forever. It's going to cascade through the economy and it's going to make Australia less competitive than other countries around the world. So it's not whether or not you are a sceptic or you have a different view about the legislation. We're saying - the majority of us, I believe, in the party - are saying for a variety of reasons, "This piece of legislation is not going to achieve what is desired." 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Coming up after the break when the panel joins us - is the Liberal Party staring into the political abyss no matter who leads it? The metaphor of the week was a cruel barb at Malcolm Turnbull when one of his own MPs publicly compared him to an African tyrant. 
LIBERAL MP PETER SLIPPER: (Wednesday) Look, the result of the party meeting as declared by the leader last night was about as dodgy as a Zimbabwean election organised by Robert Mugabe.   

PAUL BONGIORNO: You’re on ‘Meet the Press’ with Liberal MP Kevin Andrews, and welcome to the panel Michelle Grattan from 'The Age'. Good morning, Michelle.

THE ‘AGE’S MICHELLE GRATTAN: Hi, Paul.

PAUL BONGIORNO: And Marius Benson from ABC ‘NewsRadio’. Good morning, Marius. 
ABC NEWSRADIO’S MARIUS BENSON: Good morning, Paul.

PAUL BONGIORNO: Joe Hockey had no illusions on Wednesday that the blood-letting would do nothing to earn the Liberals public support. 
SHADOW TREASURER JOE HOCKEY: (Wednesday) Clearly, this issue has done us incredible damage and I hope the Australian people forgive us for having this very public display. 

MICHELLE GRATTAN: Mr Andrews, do you agree that this has caused, as I think Tony Abbott said, an "absolute meltdown" in the party, and has it been worth it, this argument over what is, after all, Government legislation - a Government responsibility? 
KEVIN ANDREWS: Michelle, everybody knows that this has caused considerable difficulties within the party. What's important for us now is to find a unified way in which we can go forward. Unless we do that, we're going to be in more difficulty in the future. 
MICHELLE GRATTAN: Alright. Well, say Malcolm Turnbull just scrapes home on Tuesday. Then, surely, you would be bound to back the legislation, because that's his running platform, and wouldn't the - will the destabilisation continue if you play out that scenario? 
KEVIN ANDREWS: Well, what we've got to find a way through is how we can bring all of my colleagues together. This – 
MICHELLE GRATTAN: But you can't do that. 
KEVIN ANDREWS: Well, I think we can, Michelle. That is, that we have to look at a way that all of us can actually respect the overwhelming view of our supporters and Liberal Party supporters around Australia. We see in that Galaxy poll something like 80% of them saying, "Don't go ahead now." Now if we're going to represent them - and indeed represent the majority of Australians who say, "Don't go ahead now," then there is a way - and that is to say, "Let's just take a step backwards, take a deep breath, have a look at this over the next couple of months and then we can look at how we might be able to move forward." That's the compromise position. 
MARIUS BENSON: Mr Andrews, can I just try to clarify what you were saying to Paul earlier - are you a candidate on Tuesday for the leadership? 
KEVIN ANDREWS: Marius, what I've said is that I am happy to serve my party in the best way in which we can actually move forward. 
MARIUS BENSON: Sure. But are you a candidate? 
KEVIN ANDREWS: I'm not ruling out being a candidate. As I said, I believe I've got experience and ability. But what Australia most needs at the present time is us being together and being a strong, effective and especially a united Opposition. 
MARIUS BENSON: All of which you're not at the moment. Would you agree with the general description of the Liberal Party now being a leaderless rabble? 
KEVIN ANDREWS: That's why the responsibility falls on each of us. It falls on me - it falls on all of my colleagues that we've got to come together over the next day or two so that we can move forward. 
MICHELLE GRATTAN: Coming back to the whole timetable - you're proposing a deferral, a Senate committee. Isn't this really disingenuous? Early next year you're going to say "Wait for the US legislation" or you're going to just defeat this legislation. Why not be upfront now and admit that? 
KEVIN ANDREWS: Well, even Mr Turnbull, in a motion that he moved in the Parliament and was voted on about two weeks ago, continued to call for us to defer what we were doing in Australia until after the Copenhagen talks. 
MICHELLE GRATTAN: But you want it defeated, do you not? Do you want to defeat it?

KEVIN ANDREWS: There's a range of views, but the majority, as I understand of the party room, either are opposed to it - but there's also a significant number of people who say, "This piece of legislation is not a good piece of legislation." That was the whole thrust of what Andrew Robb said to the party room. He's not a climate sceptic. He is someone who-

MICHELLE GRATTAN: He used to be. 
KEVIN ANDREWS: He said – he said in the party room, "I believe there should be a price on carbon." So he accepts that there should be something, but he’s saying that Mr Rudd's piece of legislation is not going to even achieve the outcomes said to be desired for it. 
MARIUS BENSON: But, Mr Andrews, you're a climate sceptic, and Nick Minchin says the majority of the Liberal Party are climate sceptics. You're talking about delaying or amending legislation, but you want to defeat it. You'll just talk about delay until time exhausts itself. 
KEVIN ANDREWS: We've got a situation before us now, Marius, and that is that either it is voted through in the next day or two, in which case that will be contrary to what seems to me to be the overwhelming wish of not only Liberal Party members but supporters - but indeed contrary to the wish, if the polls that have been taken in the last few days are correct - contrary to the wish of the majority of Australians, Paul. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Mr Andrews, there was a Galaxy poll in Queensland - Barnaby Joyce's home state - which found 57% of people thought that Malcolm Turnbull's deal was a good one - the way he was handling the issue was good. That seems to run counter to what you're saying this morning. 
KEVIN ANDREWS: It's counter to the very poll that you showed at the start of this program, Paul. I've had, literally, my email system has almost melted down. Just overnight I had another 300 emails from people saying "You should stop this legislation now until we've had a chance," basically, to have a good look at it. That's what Australians are saying. 
MICHELLE GRATTAN: Just in terms of what the Senate does tomorrow - you've got the party meeting Tuesday morning, but the Senate, of course, is debating the legislation tomorrow. Will it be the tactic of the Minchin forces, as it were, to talk out tomorrow - to refuse to bring this legislation to a vote tomorrow, which after all was due on Friday? 
KEVIN ANDREWS: Well, I understand that there will be a further meeting of the Senate party room in the morning, in which all these things will be discussed, Michelle. 
MICHELLE GRATTAN: Is that what should happen? 
KEVIN ANDREWS: Well, I believe that if we're going to represent what the majority of Australians say, and the overwhelming majority of Liberal Party supporters are saying, then yes, we should defer this legislation until after Copenhagen. We should come back next year and have a look at it then. 
MICHELLE GRATTAN: And you should talk it out, though, tomorrow, until after the party room meeting on Tuesday? 
KEVIN ANDREWS: Well, we should delay it. And if that means talking it out, that means talking it out. Whatever we need to do to represent what I believe is the overwhelming view now of people who are talking to us and who have been polled. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Kevin Andrews, isn't the bind really for the party that if, say, Tony Abbott, who says he's doubtful of the science, gets up, and if the ETS legislation is defeated, you will go to the next election with no credibility on this issue? The Liberal Party, I mean.

KEVIN ANDREWS: Well, Paul, if we simply allow this to go through, then what our supporters are saying - the millions of people who voted for the Liberal Party at the last election and will be inclined to support us – 
PAUL BONGIORNO: And weren't enough to put you in government. 
KEVIN ANDREWS: Well, they're saying to us right now - many of them are saying that, "We will walk away from you if you simply refuse to see what we're saying - namely, we don't know enough about Mr Rudd's ETS, and we want you to slow the process down so we can have a good look at it and you can have a good look at it as well." 
PAUL BONGIORNO: OK. Thank you very much for being with us this morning, Kevin Andrews. 
KEVIN ANDREWS: Always a pleasure, Paul. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Coming up - Greens Deputy Leader Christine Milne. And syndicated cartoonist Zanetti sees parallels between Malcolm Turnbull and Custer's Last Stand. "Divided we stand!"

PAUL BONGIORNO: You're on ‘Meet the Press’. The Nationals' Ron Boswell says the ETS debate in the Senate isn't over till the fat lady sings. He's promising to fight the bills till his last breath. But the architect, Penny Wong, rejects calls from climate change sceptics and from those who say there's not enough action. 
MINISTER FOR CLIMATE CHANGE AND WATER PENNY WONG: (Tuesday) You will see that we have ensured that everyone will continue to contribute - all parts of the Australian economy will continue to contribute - to a reduction in emissions. That is a very important aspect of what is being put before the Parliament. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Welcome back to the program, Australian Greens Deputy Leader Senator Christine Milne. 
CHRISTINE MILNE: Good morning, Paul. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Senator, if I could put this proposition to you - that the Greens have actually played a huge part in undermining the politics of an emissions trading scheme. You clearly believe that nothing is better than what's before the Parliament? 
CHRISTINE MILNE: Yes, Paul. There's no group of people more passionate about taking action on climate change in the whole of the Australian Parliament than the Australian Greens. But what we have before us is not action on climate change - it actually locks in failure to act out to 2020, which will take us beyond the tipping points that will mean that we are heading into catastrophic climate change. So it is much better to recognise this as a completely flawed piece of policy. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Let's talk through – 
CHRISTINE MILNE: And to actually do what's needed. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Let's talk political realities. The Government hasn't got the numbers. You haven't got the numbers. The Opposition hasn't got the numbers. It can be defeated only because the Opposition and yourselves are against it. But historically, this is the first time ever that Australia is attempting to put a price on carbon pollution, and you are standing in the way. 
CHRISTINE MILNE: If you have a look at it, Paul, you'll see that the Australian electricity sector - 50% of our emissions will not be reducing its emissions out until 2034 under this piece of legislation. What we have done is say to the Government, "The Greens are prepared to negotiate and work with you for an effective, whole-of-government approach on climate change, including emissions trading." We've put forward legislation on renewable energy, energy efficiency, saving forests and emissions trading, but we want a strong target, strong price signal, and not massive billions of dollars of compensation. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: But you haven't got the support of the two independents for that. So the numbers aren't there. 
CHRISTINE MILNE: Well, the Government has made it clear it really wanted to brown-down the scheme with the Coalition and never really tried to negotiate with the Greens. Senator Xenophon is as one with the Greens in terms of wanting a stronger target. He has a different view about how that might be achieved, but he supports a stronger target. If the Government really wanted something effective, they would work with us and find one Liberal. 
MARIUS BENSON: But Senator, the Government's not working with you. You have become irrelevant. Is there anything now you can do at this late stage in the political process to make yourselves relevant? 
CHRISTINE MILNE: Well, far from being irrelevant, we are actually key to the Government delivering effective climate policy before the next election. We want to see this bad piece of public policy voted down, and then we want to work with the Rudd Government prior to the 2010 election to get up something that is decent, and the Government could do that with us if they wanted to. 
MICHELLE GRATTAN: Senator, if the legislation is voted down, do you think there will be a double-dissolution and a joint sitting to put it through? 
CHRISTINE MILNE: No, I don't. 
MICHELLE GRATTAN: Why not? 
CHRISTINE MILNE: I think Kevin Rudd is as good as his word on this. He has said he's a conservative when it comes to issues like a double-dissolution election, and all he's done to date shows that he's not just conservative, he's an arch-conservative.
MICHELLE GRATTAN: And you put your position in terms of Greens principle, but can't it also be seen more cynically in terms of electoral expediency that the Greens are differentiating themselves from the ALP and trying to maximise the political advantage they get out of this situation? 
CHRISTINE MILNE: Well, a cynical journalist might say that. 
MICHELLE GRATTAN: (LAUGHS)
CHRISTINE MILNE: But if you have a look at the record, Michelle, on the Greens, ever since I came to the Senate in 2005, I have focused entirely on pointing out that we have a global emergency in climate change, that if we do not act on this and act effectively, we are condemning future generations to a horrendous climate loss of species - all the things you know about. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Senator Milne, can I…?

CHRISTINE MILNE: This is a matter of total principle, but it's also a matter of urgency. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Can I put it to you…?

CHRISTINE MILNE: It is equivalent to the global financial crisis. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: It is a matter of urgency. What the Government argues is that it needs a transition. We're an intensive carbon-based economy. We can't turn the lights off tomorrow. We can’t shut down the coalmines tomorrow. 10 years and even out to 15 years is a transition period to bring the Australian economy, and indeed the Australian electorate, onside. That's their argument. 
CHRISTINE MILNE: Well, unlike any other piece of policy, we've got the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change saying global emissions must peak and then come down by 2015 and certainly no later than 2020. The physics and chemistry of climate change will not wait for the coal industry in Australia to get used to the idea. We have to make the transition quickly, and those who move early reap the benefits in terms of all the jobs and excitement that go with renewable energy, energy efficiency and so on. 
MARIUS BENSON: Senator, if the Government's not prepared to talk to you now, what makes you optimistic they'll be more prepared to talk to you after this legislation has rolled? 
CHRISTINE MILNE: Well, they don't have a choice, and they can't trust the Liberal Party. It's quite clear. They made a deal with them, and they've reneged on the deal. They're all over the place. We are completely trustworthy on climate change and everything else. We are people of our word. We're committed to this and we will work with the Rudd Government if they ask us. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: Do you accept the numbers that you and the Government can't put this legislation through the Senate? 

CHRISTINE MILNE: Well, the Government, with the Coalition, can't get it through the Senate either. And so they've got five Greens, they've got - with a higher target, Senator Xenophon.

PAUL BONGIORNO: You haven’t got Senator Fielding and you haven’t got Senator Xenophon. 

MICHELLE GRATTAN: You're all over the place in terms of the crossbenches. There's no possible unity there. 
CHRISTINE MILNE: Well, the Government hasn't even tried, Michelle. Certainly I agree that Senator Fielding is a climate sceptic, but the Government has five Greens and they could negotiate with Senator Xenophon around a higher target, at least. And we don't know - they've never actually tried to find out if there's one single person in the Liberal Party who would support strong action on climate change. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: OK. 
CHRISTINE MILNE: But they ought to take the moral authority here and try. 
PAUL BONGIORNO: We've got to go. Thank you very much for being with us today, Senator Christine Milne. And thanks too to our panel, Michelle Grattan and Marius Benson. That was our last show for the year, so season's greetings. A transcript and replay of this program will be on our website. Until next year, goodbye. 
