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INTERVIEWS WITH DEPUTY LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION JULIE BISHOP AND TERRORISM EXPERT PROFESSOR CLIVE WILLIAMS OF THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY.
DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE BOMBINGS IN JAKARTA, THE DETENTION OF AUSTRALIAN BUSINESSMAN STERN HU, AND THE SATISFACTION RATING FOR MALCOLM TURNBULL AS OPPOSITION LEADER.
‘MEET THE PRESS’ PRESENTER DEBORAH KNIGHT: Good morning. Welcome to ‘Meet the Press’. The scourge of terrorism reared its ugly head again this week with coordinated bomb blasts targeting foreigners at two luxury hotels in Jakarta. Three Australians are among the dead. 
PRIME MINISTER KEVIN RUDD: (Friday) And I was sick in the stomach, as I think all Australians would feel sick in the stomach. This is an assault on all of us, and we are dealing with some very ugly people here. 
DEBORAH KNIGHT: Back home, Australia's relationship with our number one trading partner, China, is under intense pressure with the ongoing detention of Australian businessman Stern Hu. The Rio Tinto executive is accused of bribery and stealing state secrets. 
DEPUTY LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION JULIE BISHOP: (Monday) The longer the Government procrastinates, the longer Mr Hu is in detention without access to his family, his employer or any legal representation. The Government must stop pussyfooting around. 
KEVIN RUDD: (Wednesday) This is a difficult case and could take some time to resolve. We will not be distracted by glib suggestions of a quick fix to a complex case such as this. 
DEBORAH KNIGHT: The Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs and Deputy Leader of the Opposition, Julie Bishop, is our guest. And later, are we too complacent about terrorism and the threat posed by Islamic radicals? Terrorism expert Professor Clive Williams joins us, along with the panel. But first, what's making news in the nation's papers this Sunday, July 19? The bombing in Indonesia dominates the front pages. ‘Hunt for bomber’ and ‘Bombs linked to the terror suspect’ are the respective headlines in the Melbourne ‘Age’ and the ‘Sunday Mail’. A senior counterterrorism official says the Jakarta bombings are clearly linked to Malaysian-born extremist Noordin Mohammed Top. And Ten reporter Daniel Sutton is in Jakarta and brings us this report. 
‘MEET THE PRESS’ REPORTER DANIEL SUTTON: Deb, good morning from outside the Ritz-Carlton hotel in Jakarta, still very much sealed off by police and still empty when it comes to guests. Authorities here are still trying to work out the identity of the two suicide bombers involved in Friday’s attacks, one here, the other just down the road at the JW Marriott Hotel. Officially, the death toll stands at eight. It was revised down from nine by police yesterday afternoon. Three Australians, we understand, are among them. The first is Nathan Verity from Perth. Craig Senger, an Austrade official, is also all-but confirmed as dead by Australian officials and they fear the worst, they say, for Garth McEvoy. He was here when when the blast went off but hasn’t been seen or heard from since. The Foreign Minister from Australia Stephen Smith is here in Jakarta. Last night he met with some of the families of those three Australian victims who have come here to begin the horrible task of taking their loved ones' remains home. Now, Stephen Smith, while he was here, also held talks with the Indonesian Foreign Minister, Hassan Wirajuda. He described these terrorist bombings as an evil man-made atrocity, and he’s promised Australian expertise to help analyse CCTV footage and forensics in the hunt for these suicide bombers. He’s also promised any other help which the Indonesians require. Now, here at the blast site, most of the debris which was caused by these explosions remains in place. Police are still analysing it as they hunt for the perpetrators. Now, security here is still incredibly tight. Late yesterday, we saw the army surround several of the streets here as several VIPs came through – the local police chief, as well as the Jakarta Governor. Now, Stephen Smith, the Australian Foreign Minister, is due to visit this scene later today. But for now, Deb, from Jakarta, it's back to you. 
DEBORAH KNIGHT: Ten reporter Dan Sutton there. Welcome to the program, Julie Bishop. 
JULIE BISHOP: Good morning.
DEBORAH KNIGHT: Now, you've spoken to the family of one of the victims, Nathan Verity. How are they coping?
JULIE BISHOP: This is a devastating loss. It shatters people’s lives. Tragically, it has all of the hallmarks of Jemaah Islamiah, the dominant terrorist group in Indonesia, and given that these attacks took place at western international hotels in central Jakarta, it is pretty clear that it is the work of a group such as Jemaah Islamiah. And the heart-breaking aspect of it is that it shatters lives. Innocent people are killed in these cowardly and brutal attacks. And, as you indicated, one of the Australians is from my electorate in Perth, a father, a husband, a businessman, who was just going about his own life working in Indonesia. It's tragic. 
DEBORAH KNIGHT: Now, the Foreign Minister is in Jakarta and the Australian Government has offered extensive support to the Indonesian Government. Could we be doing more at this time? 
JULIE BISHOP: The Opposition supports absolutely the Australian Government's efforts in assisting the victims and the families. We support the Australian Government's offers of assistance to the Indonesian Government. The Australian authorities have responded quickly. Regrettably, and sadly, the Australian Embassy in Jakarta has been down this path before. The Embassy is working very hard to assist the Indonesian authorities and to assist the victims and the families. And, as I say, sadly, there are Australians who have been killed in this cowardly, brutal and murderous attack.
DEBORAH KNIGHT: Indonesia has been quite successful over the past few years in stamping out terrorism and specifically JI. Does this attack signal a new wave of activity in the region, and specifically in Bali as well, which has been mentioned in travel advice for Australians to avoid? 
JULIE BISHOP: It is a terrible reminder that we are fighting a global war on terrorism. It is a terrible reminder of why our troops are in Afghanistan to make sure that Afghanistan does not again become the home for global terrorism. And it’s a terrible reminder that it is not safe to travel to some places overseas. The Australian Government's travel advisory is very explicit. It warns that extreme caution must be taken, if you are travelling to Bali, to Indonesia, particularly into central Jakarta, because as the travel advisory says, you cannot rule out further terrorist attacks. And sadly, and tragically, this has occurred. 
DEBORAH KNIGHT: Has there been any specific intelligence or advice to suggest that Australia may be a terrorist target? 
JULIE BISHOP: I'm not aware of any specific advice. I understand that this attack was not foreseen, other than to suggest that terrorism attacks generally could occur, but I've not had any indication from briefings from the department of Foreign Affairs that this specific attack had been warned in advance. I think the Indonesian authorities have done a remarkable job over recent years in capturing terrorists, in holding public trials, convicting them and even imposing and carrying out the death penalty. And while this is a terrible tragedy, it’s also devastating for Indonesia. Indonesia has currently completed some successful presidential elections. They were peaceful and democratic, and this is a devastating blow to Indonesia. 
DEBORAH KNIGHT: Julie Bishop, time for a break. When we return with the panel, Malcolm Turnbull can't seem to shake leadership rumblings. How many more bad opinion polls will his party take? And the prize for best political backflip of the week goes to Environment Minister and one-time anti-uranium advocate Peter Garrett. 
(BRIEF CLIP OF MIDNIGHT OIL PERFORMING ‘THE DEAD HEART’ AT SOUND RELIEF AT THE MCG)

MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT, HERITAGE AND THE ARTS PETER GARRETT: I've long been opposed to uranium mining. I remain opposed to it. I'm unapologetic about this. In fact, I'm proud of it. 
DEBORAH KNIGHT: The pop star turned politician was forced to change his tune this week, personally approving the $90 million Four Mile uranium mine in SA. 
PETER GARRETT: (Wednesday) I joined the Labor Party, I became a member of the Government, and I said at the time that I would accept, as a team player, the decisions that Government took. 

DEBORAH KNIGHT: You’re on ‘Meet the Press’ with Deputy Opposition Leader Julie Bishop. And welcome to our panel, Jennifer Hewett from the ‘Australian’.
THE ‘AUSTRALIAN’S JENNIFER HEWETT: Morning.

DEBORAH KNIGHT: And the ‘Sunday Telegraph’s Glenn Milne.
THE ‘SUNDAY TELEGRAPH’S GLENN MILNE: Morning.

DEBORAH KNIGHT: The domestic row between Beijing and Canberra over the Stern Hu spy scandal has threatened to derail Sino-Australian relations. Few Australians understand Chinese culture better than former ambassador to China, Ross Garnaut. He's of the view that the Opposition’s outrage over the detention of the Rio Tinto executive will only make the situation worse. 
FORMER AMBASSADOR TO CHINA ROSS GARNAUT: (Tuesday) The more you politicise it, make it a high-profile, public event in Australia, the more sensitive the authorities on the other side become about giving in to foreign pressure. 
JENNIFER HEWETT: Julie, Professor Garnaut is right, isn't he? You're actually making Hu's case worse, rather than better, with what Kevin Rudd would call ‘glib points’ about picking up the phone. 

JULIE BISHOP: Good morning, Jennifer. Professor Garnaut must be deeply concerned by Mr Rudd’s behaviour this week when he raised the circumstances of Mr Hu's detention, at a press conference with Al Gore, and made some very strong statements, indeed some would say veiled threats to China via the Australian media. Now, the Opposition have never asked Kevin Rudd to hold a press conference and berate China via the media. What we have asked him to do is to make personal and direct contact in a most respectful way, at the most senior levels, within the Chinese leadership, and Mr Rudd refuses to do that. We think it would be entirely appropriate for him to start the dialogue at a Prime Minister to Chinese Premier or Chinese President level, rather than raise it with a junior vice foreign minister at the sidelines of the G8 meeting in Italy. We think the Prime Minister should raise it at a much higher level. It's now 14 days since Mr Hu, a senior executive with Rio Tinto, was arrested and detained without charge, without access to legal representation, and the Australian Government is none the wiser of the reasons for his detention. And we think it is time that Mr Rudd should make contact. After all, that was his own advice to Prime Minister Howard. He said on a number of occasions when in opposition, that Prime Minister Howard should use his special relationship with President Bush to intervene in the trial of David Hicks. 
GLENN MILNE: Julie Bishop, the point there, though, surely, is if you start at the top, and you get nowhere, you've got no further options. 
JULIE BISHOP: But the Prime Minister has started at a very junior level and seems intent on raising it with a political figure, while he's at a conference overseas. But not showing what I would suggest would be the mutual respect of contacting the senior Chinese leadership. Now, the United States Commerce Secretary has deemed it appropriate to raise Mr Hu's case with the Chinese Premier. If the United States believes that the rights of an Australian citizen should be raised at the highest level of the Chinese leadership, then surely the Australian Prime Minister should put in the same effort and raise Mr Hu's case with senior Chinese leaders.

JENNIFER HEWETT: But, Julie, you keep saying that he should pick up the phone but you don't know what's going to happen until that occurs. That's precisely the problem, isn’t it? If he does pick up the phone and nothing occurs, actually, Hu will be worse off? 
JULIE BISHOP: Well, Jennifer, you're speculating. Over the last two weeks, the Australian Government has raised it with a junior foreign minister, a vice foreign minister, in meetings overseas. Mr Rudd has given press conferences where he berated the Chinese and they rebuked him by dismissing it as noise. Now, this is not helpful for the mutual relationship, and we think it would be most appropriate, indeed respectful, for Mr Rudd to open up dialogue at a senior leadership level within the Chinese Government. 
GLENN MILNE: Can I pick you up on that point, Julie Bishop? The issue of noise – that was a senior Chinese foreign ministry spokesman who made that remark, very dismissive of Australia, but the government says he's talking about you, not the Government. 
JULIE BISHOP: Well, the Government would say that. It came straight after Mr Rudd's press conference when he berated the Chinese when it was described as "threatening the Chinese". I don't think that the foreign ministry spokesman was talking about the Australian Opposition. After all, there isn't an opposition party in China. He was clearly referring to the Prime Minister's press conference with Al Gore. 
GLENN MILNE: The tone was very dismissive. I mean, does that worry you about the fact that China doesn't even care, really, about what Australia thinks? 
JULIE BISHOP: What concerns me is that Mr Rudd has said on occasions in the past that he has been very busy building personal and special relationships with world leaders. And he's to be commended for that. He's been building relationships at what he calls a working level, so that he can contact these leaders and promote Australia's interests. Well, here is an opportunity for Mr Rudd to use his personal and special relationships with the Chinese leadership in the interests of, not only an Australian citizen who has been detained without charge, but also in Australia's broader commercial interest. 
GLENN MILNE: OK, we understand that point. But I mean, in a contextual sense, there is a lot of information come out of China about the way they do business. Industrial espionage is almost a way of commercial life over there. Are you absolutely convinced that Stern Hu may not have been involved in these kind of practices? 
JULIE BISHOP: Well, I note that Rio Tinto took an unprecedented step by putting out a very firm statement on Friday stating that they have no indication, no evidence to suggest that Mr Hu has done anything wrong. Now, that is a pretty courageous call, I would have thought. And nothing in any of the briefings that I have had from Rio Tinto or from the Australian Government would lead me to believe that this would be an offence in Australia. However, we do not have the details of the reasons why China has arrested and detained Mr Hu, and this is part of the problem. 
JENNIFER HEWETT: Julie, do you have any suggestion or any idea whether or not Rio supports your call for Kevin Rudd to pick up the phone? 
JULIE BISHOP: I'm in certainly constant contact with Rio Tinto and have been from the outset, and nothing I have learned through my briefings with Rio or my briefings with the Australian Government, would dissuade me from the view that the Australian Government must take this matter extremely seriously. For about 10 days, the Australian Government was saying it was just a consular matter. It is clearly far more significant than that. Not only does it have serious ramifications for Mr Hu, but also for the Australia-China relationship, and we believe it appropriate to be raised at a Beijing to Canberra level.
DEBORAH KNIGHT: Julie Bishop, on to another matter. The Coalition took another hit in this week's Newspoll. Malcolm Turnbull’s satisfaction rating improved but to a meagre 31%. He still trails Kevin Rudd as preferred Prime Minister by more than 40 points and he comes in as third choice to lead his own party. Another poor result again raising questions about his longevity as leader. 
GLENN MILNE: Certainly, Julie Bishop, I talk to Liberal MPs and they say if he can't reverse this trend by Christmas, the party room will just panic and he'll be dumped. 
JULIE BISHOP: You'll have to tell me the names of the Liberal MPs.

GLENN MILNE: Haven't got time, Julie! 
JULIE BISHOP: These anonymous sources – it seems that nobody has a name in Canberra anymore. These anonymous sources that talk to the media. 
GLENN MILNE: If he has at this poll standing by Christmas, the party will be in trouble. You must admit that.

JULIE BISHOP: Glenn, let me make this point. I have been with Malcolm over the last few weeks in WA, in Queensland, in Tasmania. He is extremely impressive, and people like him, they warm to him, and they think that he's the genuine article. They don't think he's a fake. They don't think he's a phoney. And they come away from the public meetings he holds, the jobs forums and the community meetings and they say, "Wow! He is a really impressive guy.” And he is. And Malcolm will lead us to the next election. 
DEBORAH KNIGHT: Julie Bishop, thanks for joining us on ‘Meet the Press’ this morning. 
JULIE BISHOP: Thank you.

DEBORAH KNIGHT: Coming up, an unwelcome return to the front pages for terror group Jemaah Islamiah. And what does Stern Hu's arrest say about that the state of Sino-Australian relations? Kudelka makes light of the affair and our PM’s love of tongue-tied talk in our cartoon of the week. It shows Hu left bewildered by the language barrier after some superfluous syntax from consular officials. 
DEBORAH KNIGHT: Friday's attacks targeting the Ritz-Carlton and Marriott hotels in Indonesia, serve as a reminder of the constant vigilance needed to combat terrorism, and Australians are being urged to take extra care. 
KEVIN RUDD: (Friday) We advise you to reconsider your need to travel to Indonesia, including Bali, at this time due to the very high threat of terrorist attack. We continue to receive credible information that terrorists could be planning attacks in Indonesia.
DEBORAH KNIGHT: Terrorism expert Professor Clive Williams joins us now from Canberra. Good morning. 
THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY’S PROFESSOR CLIVE WILLIAMS: Good morning.

DEBORAH KNIGHT: Professor, does the latest attack indicate that we are at the beginning of a new wave of terrorism in the region? 
CLIVE WILLIAMS: Well, certainly, I think that the element that's led by Noordin Mohammed Top, which is generally believed to be the element that's involved in this attack, has been threatening to do attacks since 2006. The question, really, I think, is whether Top's element is still part of JI, perhaps a breakaway faction of JI, or an element within JI, which has been attractive to people who are interested in violence, or whether he actually heads a new organisation. But certainly, he’s had the capability for three years or so now to be able to conduct person-borne attacks. 
GLENN MILNE: Professor, how is it that the Marriott could be hit twice? I want to ask you that question. I've been there. It's a very open building with glass at the front and so forth, but with a curved driveway. They said that they had maximum security there. Does this suggest to you that it was an inside job? 
CLIVE WILLIAMS: It's hard to say at the moment. Obviously, the attack in 2003 was a vehicle bomb, and this particular attack was a person-borne attack. The problem, I guess, from a policing point of view is how those explosives were able to get into the hotel. Was it because of lax security at the entrance? Or was it because of inside help within the hotel? 
GLENN MILNE: Is that your theory? 
CLIVE WILLIAMS: I don't know at this stage. The police are not sure, and it would be speculation. But, the concern, of course, is that they were able to, apparently, obtain a hotel room in the Marriott on the 18th floor, room 8, and to operate from there. And, again, it's not clear at this stage whether whoever had the room checked into the hotel, or whether somebody on the inside that gave them access to that room. So these are details that have not been put in the public domain yet. 
JENNIFER HEWETT: Professor, we've had reports of Australian tourists packing up and leaving Bali. How highly do you rate the chances of another attack sooner rather than later? 
CLIVE WILLIAMS: I'd rate it relatively low, I think. Assuming that this is Top's group that was involved in this, I think that they would be on the run at the moment or lying low because obviously the police will be on their hammer. And I think they also now do perhaps face a threat from the people who have been providing them with sanctuary up until now. I think the understanding was that as long as they it didn't do attacks, then JI members would shield them or give them refuge. That may now not be the case. In fact, because clearly it’s going to create problems for JI as a whole organisation, so I think that that may well mean that they won't get the kind of local cooperation that they had before. 
Just in terms of Bali, clearly Bali is an attractive target location because the people are not predominantly Muslim, but I don't think that they're going to be in a position to mount an attack for a while yet. 
GLENN MILNE: You mentioned earlier how diffuse this organisation, JI, had become without centralised control. Does that mean that it’s now impossible to combat? And one other question: do you think that the AFP and the Jakarta security forces have taken their eye off the ball here? 
CLIVE WILLIAMS: The problem with Jemaah Islamiah was always that it was very hard to actually point to a large-scale organisation, except, of course, when Abu Bakar Bashir was the spiritual leader for it. Since then, it’s essentially become a mainstream element, which is focused on political change through peaceful processes, with a few different elements that had different agendas, which may include people who have been released from jail more recently. So it’s a bit hard to point to a particular direction for JI, except that in the main, it’s now focused on peaceful change. In terms of taking the eye off the ball, I don’t think so. I think the AFP and the Indonesian police have been pretty diligent. In fact, they’ve only missed Top a couple of times in the last 12 months. Only just missed him.
GLENN MILNE: Have they? 
CLIVE WILLIAMS: Yes. So they have been constantly trying to catch up with him. And you might remember that back in November 2005, his close associate Azahari Husin was killed in a shoot-out with police. At that stage, they believed that they just missed Top at the same time. So, I think it's been a diligent effort, but of course, as we know, it can be very difficult to catch up with a fugitive. And whether it’s Indonesia or the United States or anywhere else, sometimes people who are on the run who get local support are hard to catch up with. 
JENNIFER HEWETT: Professor, this is obviously going to raise the spectre of terrorism on Australian soil again. Is this very much an Indonesia-specific thing? Is there any increased risk to Australians on Australian soil, do you think? 
CLIVE WILLIAMS: No, I don't think so. I think it’s completely unrelated to that. JI has never really had much of a capability in Australia. Mainly, of course, in the past it was focused on fundraising. After the Bali bombings, the 2002 Bali bombings, it basically ceased to exist as a potential operational entity in Australia. So I don't see the likelihood of a JI-promoted attack in Australia.

GLENN MILNE: Professor, do you see any potential link between the spike of asylum seekers coming to Australia and the heightened risk of terrorism here? 
CLIVE WILLIAMS: No. Because up until now, as far as I understand it, ASIO has said that, in the past, they've never been able to find among the boat people anyone who posed a security risk to Australia. And in fact, if you look at the past instances of people coming into Australia, they've all come in by air, in fact. 
DEBORAH KNIGHT: Professor Clive Williams, thank you for joining us this morning on ‘Meet the Press’. 
CLIVE WILLIAMS: My pleasure.

DEBORAH KNIGHT: And thanks to our panel, Jennifer Hewett and Glenn Milne. 
JENNIFER HEWETT: Thank you.

GLENN MILNE: Thanks, Deb.

DEBORAH KNIGHT: A transcript of the program will be on our website shortly. And if you have any questions you’d like to ask the guests, you can e-mail us at meetthepress@networkten.com.au. I’m Deborah Knight. Thanks for your company. See you next week. 

